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GENERAL, INFORMAL, AND CLIMBING MEETINGS 1997

14 January
21 January
11 February

18 February
25 February
11 March
18 March
22-23 March
25 March
5-6 April
15 April
22 April

29 April

13 May
17-18 May

20 May

21 May
27 May

10 June

26 July-16 Aug

General Meeting: Simon Clark, Pumasillo
Informal Meeting: Jerry Gore Greenland
General Meeting: Dave Wills, Latok - No Success Like
Failure
Informal Meeting: Rupert Hoare, More Alpine Classics
Informal Meeting: Jim Perrin, Don Whillans - So I 'it 'im
General Meeting: Alan Hinkes, Climbing the 8000ers
Informal Meeting: Nick Clinch, The Land of Up and Down
ACGIAC Aviemore Winter Dinner and Meet
Informal Meeting: Ed Douglas, The Hand ofFatima
North Wales Regional Dinner, Lecture and Meet
General Meeting: Elaine Brook, Nepal
Informal Meeting: Derek Walker, Don't leave it too late,
matey!
Informal Meeting: Sir John Johnson, The Simien
Mountains
General Meeting: Lindsay Griffin, Sikkim in 1996
Derbyshire Meet and Informal Dinner: Roger Mear,
Antarctic since 1985
Informal Meeting: Steve Jackson, British Services
Gasherbrum I Expedition
Alpine Ski Club Lecture: Rachel Duncan, Spitsbergen
Informal Meeting: Ernst Sondheimer, A Plant Addict in
the Eastern Himalaya
General Meeting: Roy Ruddle & Mike Pescod, The Club's
Caucasus Meet
Alpine meet: Randa, Zermatt Valley (with ABMSAC & CC)
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28 Aug-8 Sept
9 September
23 September

27-28 Sept

8 October

14 October

18 October
28 October
1 November

11 November
25 November
12 December
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Cornwall Meet (jointly with CC)
General Meeting: Mick Fowler, North Face of Changabang
Informal Meeting: Larry Foden,
British Services Gimmigela Expedition
Lakes Meet and out of London Dinner
Lecture: Chris Bonington, Sepu Kangri - Unknown Tibet
Alpine Ski Club Lecture: Stephen Goodwin,
Remote Turkey
General Meeting: Paul Pritchard, readingfrom 'Deep Play'
and talking about the Ak-Su region ofKyrghyzstan
Ski Mountaineering Symposium (with ASC and ESC)
Informal Meeting: Alpine Meet evening
Annual Symposium and Meet at Plas y Brenin,
South America
General Meeting: Peter Berg, Scrambles Amongst the Alps
Val d'Aosta Evening, Skyrunning
Annual General Meeting
John Harding, A Travellers Miscellany

The Annual London Dinner was held on 13 December at The Great Hall,
St Bartholomew's Hospital. The principal guest was Paul Piana. The toast to
the guests was proposed by Jeery Gore.

THE ALPINE CLUB LffiRARY 1997

There have been three Council meetings during the year. The computer
isation of the catalogue system has continued thanks to the willingness of
our librarian, Margaret Ecclestone, to work some 50 extra hours per month.
The loading of the backlog, since the last published catalogue, was com
pleted in October 1996 and since then she has been gradually transferring
the information from the published catalogue; there are now some 10,000
items on computer. At this rate the whole project, including 500 bound
volumes of tracts, will take three to four years. In March an application
was made to the National Lottery Charities Board for a grant towards the
project costs. Sadly, owing to the huge number of applications received,
we were informed in October that, in common with four out of every five
applicants, we had been unsuccessful. We therefore made a further appli
cation, in November, to the alternative Heritage Lottery Fund. To prevent
the work being held up, and to cover further possible disappointment, we
are in the process of seeking grants from other private sources. Meanwhile
we are fmancing the project from our own resources.

Work continues on the Himalayan Index. It now includes also the
Karakoram, Hindu Kush and China. At present the Index lists 2500 peaks,
5000 attempts or ascents, 4300 references and 30,000 climbers' names.



ALPINE CLUB NOTES 363

Eventually it is planned to include all peaks over 6000m in the countries of
the former Soviet Union, thus completing the tally for Asia. Originally
logged on SUPERFILE, which is now obsolete, the output is now available
in Microsoft ACCESS form or in dBase3, which several overseas users
find more helpful. Since start-up, over £15,000 has been invested in the
Index and, in return for financial contributions, it is available to overseas
alpine associations in the US, Switzerland, Spain and India.

In memory of our late member Frank Solari, who contributed so much
to the Library, the Club and the British Mountaineering Council over the
years, the Library Council agreed to assist in the underwriting of the 50
year history of the BMC which was duly published in April. Another
important event in which our members participated was the summer
exhibition 'Sublime Inspiration - the Art of Mountains from Turner to
Hillary' at the Abbot Hall Gallery, Kendal. This was the finest assemblage
of mountain paintings seen together in recent years and included a large
number from the Club's collection, many of which had never been on public
view before.

Two unusual gifts have been received: a Doctoral Thesis by Michel
Tailland of Grenoble University, entitled 'Les Alpinistes Victoriens' covering
in great detail the early history of the Club (see oppositepage). The second
was Edward Whymper's engraved alpenstock, kindly donated by the widow
of the late Ralph Jones, which now joins Whymper's tent, lecture slides
and ice-axe which are already among the Club's unique possessions (fUrther
details on page 364). In addition, we continue to be grateful for donations of
books and journals, in particular those received this year from the late
Professor R J Brockenhurst, Lady Greenacre, Mr C Fox and Lady Evans.

The Library's investment portfolio continues to be handled prudently by
Flemings, providing for more than half our annual operating expenses. The
abolition of ACT 25% credit for UK equities will progressively affect
dividend income for charities. However, it is expected that dividend growth
will outweigh any loss of income in the medium term. Renewal of members'
expired covenants is more than ever appreciated to help fill the gap.

Ever mindful of possible disaster affecting the Club's valuable collection,
a small working group has been set up to review and refine our Disaster
Plan against fire or flood. We have joined an organisation 'Document
S.G.S.' which provides technical services and a disaster control manual.

As always, the Council is greatly indebted to its core of volunteer workers.
Rachel Rowe, the librarian at the Royal Geographical Society and the
member of Council nominated by the RGS, resigned at the end of 1996.
We were grateful for her constructive comments and that she will remain a
useful point of contact. She is succeeded on the Council by Michael
Westmacott.

George Band
Chairman of the Library Council
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THE BOARDMAN TASKER MEMORIAL AWARD
FOR MOUNTAIN LITERATURE

The 15th award ceremony was held at the Alpine Club on 17 October 1997.
The judges were Peter Gillman (Chairman), Dawson Stelfox and John
Porter. The winning book was Deep Play by Paul Pritchard (Baton Wicks).
Shortlisted were Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer (Macmillan), Spirits of
Place by Jim Perrin (Gomer Press), Dark Shadows Falling by Joe Simpson
(Jonathan Cape), Icefields by Thomas Wharton (Jonathan Cape) and
Against the Wall by Simon Yates (Jonathan Cape).

LES ALPINISTES VICTORIENS

The Club has been presented with a copy of a two-volume doctoral thesis
entitled 'Les Alpinistes Victoriens' by Michel Tailland, published by the
Universite Versailles-Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines, which members may wish
to be aware of, since it covers the early history of the Club in some detail.
Whilst being, naturally, in French, it is easily understandable by those with
even a limited knowledge of that language and contains many quotations
in English from classic British authors, as well as numerous tables and
'graphiques' of statistics, and a good bibliography.

The thesis, which runs to nearly 700 pages, is in five main parts:

The origins of alpinism, covering the early travellers and grand tours,
up to the early 1850s.

2 Clubs and men. The formation of the Alpine Club is dealt with in
considerable detail, together with the Journal, and gives brief details of
all early members. The social and intellectual mix of these early
climbers is also discussed, followed by the formation of other clubs
both British and continental, and a chapter on female alpinists of the
time.

3 'Genese d'une pratique sportive.' The genesis of the sport of
mountaineering, with chapters on equipment.

4 'Les Representations'. Chapters on the conditions that travellers and
mountaineers could expect to find in the Alps, hotels, guides and
comments on the local inhabitants.

5 The final section is entirely 'graphiques': 91 graphs and tables
specifying: How many first ascents were made by British climbers?
How many Alpine Club members went to university? How old were
they when they joined the Club? Which public schools did they go to?
- and so on.
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EDWARD WHYMPER'S ALPENSTOCK
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The Club is delighted to have received Edward Whymper's alpenstock,
most generously donated by Susan Jones, the widow of the late Ralph Jones
who died suddenly on 3 May 1997. Ralph was a member of the Climbers'
Club and Rucksack Club and became a personal friend when we were both
on the fIrst post-war British party to climb in the Caucasus in 1958.

The alpenstock was purchased in the 1970s by Susan's father Tony Jones,
a keen skier, from an antique dealer who had acquired it in a house clearance
sale. Tony gave it to Ralph with the suggestion, prompted by the writer,
that it might eventuallybe presented to the Alpine Club. This was duly arranged
on II November 1997 at the appropriate occasion of Peter Berg's recreation
of the lecture fIrst given by Whymper in 1896 using his set of lantern slides,
which have been in the Alpine Club archives since 1945.

There seems little doubt that the alpenstock was genuinely owned by
Whymper. It is 170cm long overall, with a steel ferrule at the base, and is
topped by a curved chamois horn (for use as a 'sky-hook'?) fIxed fIrmly to
the wooden staff by two copper splints held by brass rivets. A silver plaque
near the top of the staff states: 'This staff was used by the English moun
taineer Edward Whymper 1840-1911 Per Cal/em Col/em'. On the side oppo
site the plaque is engraved the date 1863. Below this, engraved spirally
around the staff in the fashion of those days, are thirty place names pre
sumably visited by Whymper during his travels including Zermatt, Breuil,
Cormayeur (sic), Chamonix, Montenvers, etc.

Looking through the engravings in Whymper's Scrambles Amongst the Alps
there does not appear to be an illustration ofthis alpenstock although there
are similar examples. The date on it - 1863 - is two years before his ascent
of the Matterhorn and the disastrous"'descent on 14 July 1865. Up until
about that time, the clients carried alpenstocks and only the guides, who
were expected to do all the step-cutting, carried ice-axes (read, for exam
ple, A W Moore's account of crossing the ice-an~teon the fIrst ascent of the
Old Brenva route on 15 July 1865). Later on, the more experienced climb
ers started to take their own ice-axes, especially, of course, for guideless
climbs. On page 349 of Scrambles Whymper gives a detailed description of
his ice-axe, which was modelled on that of Melchior Anderegg. Both this
axe and Whymper's tent, together with the above-mentioned lantern slides,
are owned by the Club, so perhaps his alpenstock has now reached its natural
home among the Club's treasured possessions.

GeorgeBand

THE 1997 ACIASC/ESC SKI MOUNTAINEERING SYMPOSIUM

The joint ACIASC/ESC Ski Mountaineering Symposium, held at Charlotte
Mason College, Ambleside, on 18 October 1997, was a sell-out even before
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being publicised in the AC's July Newsletter. The College's 150 'lecture
ceiling' was comfortably exceeded and 105 participants enjoyed an excellent
post-symposium dinner. Although the emphasis was practical rather than
'inspirational', our President, just flown in from Buenos Aires, set the tone
with his last-minute opening introduction and, after a mandatory afternoon
work-out on the crags, closed official proceedings with a sparkling post
prandial encomium.

The four-slot plenary morning session was prefaced by John Harding's
presentation on Ski Mountaineering in the Less Frequented Ranges of
Spain, Svalbard, Corsica, Greece and Turkey, which are all accessible to
those with limited holidays and an exploratory bent. Bill O'Connor outlined
a Leadership Strategy based on pre-trip planning and best tour practice,
stressing the importance of information sources, preparation, practice and
essential kit. Bill advocated mega-shovels as a partial antidote to some
chilling avalanche statistics. Jim Kerr's Survival, Rescue and Related
Equipment spoke about navigation, equipment and weight considerations,
and the practical problems of avalanche evaluation and rescue. He also
offered a wealth of tips on kit, survival and rescue. BIyth Wright, co
ordinator of the Scottish Avalanche Information Service, gave a polished
professional account of Avalanche Safety and Risk Assessment, stressing
the value of forecasting, preliminary and site-specific assessments; we
learned, for instance, that Rutschblok tests are four times more effective
than Shovel Shear tests and that 43% of Scottish avalanche victims are
experienced or very experienced mountaineers. Dr Rodney Franklin's
virtuoso prestissimo performance on Mountain Medicine and First Aid
covered major and minor injuries, fractures and sprains, hypothermia,
frostbite, HAPO & HACO causes and treatment, sun damage and medical
kits. His invaluable five-page medical handout would, on its own, have
been enough to make symposium attendance worthwhile.

As a kick-off to the afternoon's practical sessions, Rob Collister gave an
inspirational and instructional slide presentation of his ski mountaineering
expeditions to New Zealand, Nepal, Kullu, Kishtwar, as well as the Rockies,
Coast and Hayes Ranges of North America.

Thereafter, participants were divided into groups for practical sessions,
with Rob Collister and Jim Kerr demonstrating Crevasse and Avalanche
Rescue and Transceiver Techniques, Blyth Wright illustrating the most
recent technological advances in Avalanche Assessment, and Bill O'Connor
holding audiences spellbound with his Equipment Expositions and
Updates.

In this summary, it is not possible to do justice to the quality and content
of the lecturers' various presentations and practical sessions. They all
imparted a wealth of information within very limited time slots, often at
breakneck speed but always with panache, finishing to the minute without
recourse to the Chairman's second bell. Their contnbutions, if collected
into a book, would make an invaluable ski mountaineering manual.
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The three sponsoring clubs are indebted to the lecturers; to all those who
assisted with printing, publicity and registration (particularly Ingram Lloyd);
to Nigel Estlick for an inspiring ESC display stand; to the host college for
providing a most congenial venue; and to Patrick Fagan, John Harding and
Bill O'Connor for organising the Symposium. The 'Golden Rule' at Amble
side did a roaring trade and the three clubs shared a modest profit of£1 ,343.

Overall, this second Ski Mountaineering Symposium was a resounding
success. One sample feedback suggestion - that a future symposium might
cover a two-day weekend - may not be practicable, but future organisers
might consider smaller numbers for longer practical workshop sessions,
perhaps giving attendees some scope for choice.

ALPINE CLUB SYMPOSIUM 1997:
MOUNTAINEERING IN SOUTH AMERICA

With ever increasing expense, restrictions and bureaucratic issues affect
ing expeditions to the Himalaya and Karakoram, the annual Alpine Club
Symposium provided a timely reminder that a wealth of excellent moun
taineering can be enjoyed elsewhere by parties of all abilities, without the
huge administrative deterrents provided by the Himalayan kingdoms. South
America was the subject, Plas y Brenin the venue and the Symposium took
place on Saturday, 1st November.

The event was introduced by the President, Chris Bonington. It was
then chaired for the rest of the day by Lindsay Griffin, who began pro
ceedings with a whistle-stop journey down the length of the continent, giving
an indication as to exactly what the audience had let themselves in for.
The aim of the Symposium was to sh;w the vast array of different climb
ing available, from the completely non-technical to the depressingly
demanding, and in areas that ranged from internationally famous to almost
unknown. The hope was to inspire, and to maintain the momentum speak
ers were limited to around 15 minutes a talk.

The top of the continent, Venezuela, was the subject for both George
Band and Lindsay Griffin who took the audience through several climbs in
the little-known but easily accessible Sierra Nevada de Merida south of
Lake Maracaibo. John Biggar spoke about the wild and beautiful volcan
oes that characterise southern Bolivia and the Chilean Atacama Desert;
while, moving further south, Skip Novak showed typical fierce conditions
in the hostile environment of Tierra del Fuego. Slipping across to the east,
Barbara James talked about life on the Falkland Islands and presented slides
of rarely visited corners.

Big wall enthusiasts in the audience were well-catered for by Noel Craine
and Paul Pritchard; the former showed a recent near miss on a new route
on the Central Tower of Paine, while the latter demonstrated the variety of
excellent but largely unknown (to British climbers at least) granite venues
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accessible trom Rio de Janeiro. Noel's talk was previewed by vintage foot
age from the 1960s courtesy of Derek Walker. Derek added commentary
to an informative 8mm film taken during a reconnaissance flight over the
Torres del Paine.

George Band returned to the stage to talk about the first ascent of the
spectacular yet little-known Huagaruncho in Peru's Central Cordillera,
while south of Cuzco, the almost equally unfrequented Cordillera Vilcanota
was the scene of a bandit attack, graphically described by Lindsay Griffin,
and some interesting first ascents, plus rather strange medical research which
was illustrated by Simon Cooke.

Bolivia was covered by two lecturers: Andy MacNae gave a lightning
tour of the increasingly popular Cordillera Apolobamba while Lindsay Griffm
gave a brief insight into the potential for exploratoty climbing that still
exists in the Cordillera Real.

The special guest for the day was the New England mountaineer Mark
Richey. Mark, who arrived along with his delightful family and parents, is
undoubtedly one of the world's most accomplished mountaineers, though
best known for his exploits in Peru during the late 1970s and 1980s. Earlier
in the day he gave a short talk on some of his guiding experiences in Ecuador,
concentrating on the standard routes up the popular volcanoes but also
showing slides of an unsuccessful attempt on the very active Sangay. As
the final speaker of the day he was let loose for around 40 minutes to take
the audience through an outstanding selection of climbs in the Cordillera
Blanca and Huayhuash, climaxing with an awesome and nail-biting ascent
(and descent) of his still unrepeated route on the East Face of Cayesh.

Refreshments during the day and a worthy Symposium dinner that
evening were provided, once again, by catering manager Bryn Roberts and
his staff. Many thanks are due to Plas y Brenin and individual staff in
volved in hosting the event, Sheila Harrison and club members who helped
with the organisation, and naturally to all the speakers who generously
gave up their time to make it such a memorable day. *

* Thanks are due to Lindsay Griffinfor organising this well-run and most enjoyable
Symposium. Ed.

THE 11TH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
OF MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE

University College of Bretton Hall, Yorkshire, 22 November 1997

Harold Drasdo is one of this country's most serious and thoughtful climbing
writers. With fifty years of climbing, exploring and writing behind him, it
was fitting that he should open this 11th festival with its theme of 'Frontiers'.
Reading from his extraordinary book The Ordinary Route (The Emest Press)
Drasdo described the delights and vicissitudes he had experienced as the
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writer of 'the slowest-selling guidebook in the Western World' (Lliwedd)
and made us laugh and think by turns. What is written in guides, he told
us, conditions our response to cliffs and climbs - and therefore to ourselves
as climbers and writers. Drasdo's wit, his dry, self-deprecating humour
and his seriousness of intent were warmly received by the capacity audience.

Rosemary Cohen then gave us a feisty reading from her first novel Above
the Horizon (Allison & Busby) which pushes at boundaries of both gender
and language. Seb Grieve - a climber who boldly goes where few have
gone before - delivered a droll disquisition on the language games he plays
to roll back the limits of the possible on dangerous first ascents.

Joe Simpson delivered a moving tribute to a recently-retired giant of the
publishing world, Tony Colwell of Jonathan Cape. It was Colwell who, as
his editor, helped Simpson make Touching the Void an international best
seller. Among his great successes were nine books shortlisted and three
winners of the Boardman Tasker Award; he was a sad loss to climbing
writers worldwide.

The first half of the afternoon was dominated by the Everest debate, and
Ed Douglas's reading from his recent book Chomolungma Sings the Blues
(Constable) set the tone for further exploration. Although Douglas dispar
aged his own efforts ('a superficially informed travel book') he held our atten
tion by his evocative if ultimately bleak picture of a mountain region where
only language and truth can cross dubious international frontiers.

Matt Dickinson then presented an illustrated lecture based on his film of
the actor Brian Blessed making yet another attempt to climb Mount Everest.
Dickinson talked about the ethical problems confronting him and Alan
Rinkes, as other mountaineers lay dying in their tents and on the route. Re
stressed that, for him, this was a pro~ssional assignment. When Andy
Cave joined Joe Simpson, Ed Douglas and Matt Dickinson to consider
and debate their respective books - Dark Shadows Falling (Jonathan Cape),
Chomolungma Sings the Blues (Constable) and The Death Zone (Rutchinson)
- the temperature rose appreciably. The debate centred on the 'honeypot'
of Everest and the spate of deaths following the disaster described in Jon
Krakauer's Into Thin Air (Macmillan), which the panel was also consider
ing. Certainly the hyperbole evident in some of these titles almost matched
the scale of the fees paid to commercial companies who offer to 'guide' up
Everest; and the foregrounding of death and human ignominy in their
pages was reviled by some who questioned whether the myths matter more
to us now than the mountain. Connected to summit sufferings by phone
and satellite, are we not in danger of becoming voyeurs? It was Douglas
who pointed out that Nepal had changed irrevocably under the pernicious
influence of Western culture and, by extension, of mountaineering itself.

After such a journey into disturbing territory, the audience listened quietly
to Peter Gillman's adjudication of the Boardman Tasker Award. Re and
Dawson Stelfox, with John Porter, had judged Paul Pritchard's Deep Play
(Baton Wicks) the 1997 winner because, amongst other things, it was at the
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frontier of the sport and the writing balanced its sense of achievement,
being neither self-inflationary nor deprecating. Wider media interest had
endorsed this popular and well-selling choice - though one or two in the
audience marvelled that Drasdo's The Ordinary Route had not even made it to
the short list.

Another of Dr Gifford's discoveries, Sid Marty, warmed us up with his
unique brand of humour, song and lighthearted poetry. Then, as always,
we forgathered in the Lawrence Batley Gallery for a viewing of mountain
paintings. Andy Parkin, guide and extreme mountaineer, was exhibiting,
and his bold and starkly dramatic scenes, drawn predominantly from the
Alps and from a depth of self-knowledge, kept the audience looking long.

Finally, Jim Curran introduced the keynote speaker, Paul Piana. Curran
claimed that he had been the first to spot Piana as a speaker: 'He jumped
onto the stage and said "Live your life like a thrown knife". All very well,
of course, but my life's been lived more like a thrown Yorkshire pudding!'
After an introduction like that he could take us anywhere. But Paul, from
Wyoming (where there are more unclimbed big walls than in the whole of
Europe) startled us by recollecting that it was our own John Cleare's atmos
pheric photos for Tony Smythe's Rock Oimbers in Action in Snowdonia (Secker
& Warburg, 1966) that had first 'turned him on to climbing'. 'That Rusty
Baillie on Cenotaph Corner,' he said, 'real neat.' Indeed, just like the small and
well-honed Piana himself - and his climbing stories and slides of Wyoming
Big Walls, way out on the edge of the known world. 'Come on over,' he called
to us all, 'there's one unclimbed in my back garden; you can see it in your
imagination.' And we could, too - just as Harold Drasdo told us we could:
'Climbing is, after all, substantially an activity of the imagination.'

TimNoble

INTERNATIONAL CLIMBERS MEET

The first international climbers' meet to be hosted by the Nepalese
Mountaineering Association (NMA) was held over 28-31 May 1997 to
coincide with the anniversary of Everest's first ascent. It was attended by
some 60 climbers representing 20 different nationalities and included many
well-known Himalayan Mountaineers and commercial operators. It is the
NMA that administers climbing on the 18 'trekking' peaks. All other peaks
in Nepal on the permitted list are administered by the Government through
the Ministry of Tourism. The aim of the meet was to provide an open forum
for the discussion of the current state of Himalayan mountaineering and, if
possible, to propose ways and means to improve and develop the situation
for the benefit of all concerned. Although these discussions were widely based,
there was understandably a certain bias towards the predicament in Nepal.

Naturally the topics discussed were fairly predictable and included (a)
ways to encourage Himalayan mountaineering at national and international
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levels, (b) commercial expeditions to high mountains, (c) current moun
taineering trends which lead to increased risk, (d) bureaucratic hurdles and
(e) the present policies adopted by Himalayan countries and expedition
personnel to protect the mountain environment and culture.

It was noted that relative interest in the high mountains amongst climb
ers had reached a plateau, and in a growing number of countries (eg Japan)
was actually on the decline. Reasons for this were cited as the increasingly
heavy bureaucracy and cost of mounting an expedition, especially the high
costs for relatively low altitude peaks, and in the case of Nepal, few unex
plored or unclimbed peaks open for climbing.

In many countries (including Britain) there has been a marked swing in
the last few years away from the Himalaya and towards the challenging
regions of South America, Alaska, etc, where access is so much easier and
less stressful or costly.

It was agreed that commercial expeditions have a role to play in enabling
'tourists' to experience high mountain climbing albeit at a low technical
level, and in the bringing of work and therefore money to the local com
munities of the mountain regions. However, there was real concern that
the risks of high-altitude climbing, especially beyond the magic 8000m mark,
were being played down. There was a general agreement that climbers
operating over 8000m needed to be self-supporting. There was also a belief
that some commercial operators were cutting their prices and increasing
risks to clients without the clients' awareness.

It was noted that few trekkers or tourists die of AMS when they are alone.
It was suggested that peer group pressure when on a trek, significant expe
dition or personnel sponsorship on an expedition, and in the case of Everest,
very high personal costs for one chance at a crack at the world's highest
summit, can often force people beyond their limits. The extensive use of
fixed ropes on commercial expeditions has given the impression that the
highest mountains can be climbed by people with little or no climbing
experience. Although this has certainly been the case, it is also true that
many have got into serious trouble. There was general agreement that
unsuitable clients should be weeded out of the team before they precipitate
a dangerous situation for other members.

When it came to the bureaucratic nightmares often experienced in
Himalayan countries there was unanimous agreement that by far the most
serious problem concerned Liaison Officers. It was believed that many of
these problems could be solved either by having permanent LOs in particular
areas who could deal with all the expeditions on site (eg Everest Base Camp)
or by allowing a Sherpa/Sirdar to assume these duties (as is the case in
China). There was some suggestion that a fund be started to fmance the
cleaning of Base Camp approaches by locally based people during the off
seasons. However, it was also felt that in Nepal a letter of credit for the
Garbage Deposit was far more acceptable than a cash deposit, as the latter
has proved difficult to recover at the end of the expedition.
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At the end of the Meet nine recommendations were made and will go
forward to the Nepalese Government for consideration:
1 Simplify the permit application procedures.
2 Reduce bureaucracy and costs of Nepalese mountaineering in order to

encourage young mountaineers to go to the Himalaya.
3 Open more unclimbed peaks at a low cost.
4 Reconsider the whole issue of the need for liaison officers, replacing

them by a central, locally-based service.
s Investigate the feasibility and costs of constructing a permanent build

ing at Everest Base Camp to house a central Liaison Officer service,
communications and medical centre plus storage facilities. Consider
the construction of similar buildings at other major base camp sites.

6 Set the fee for all peaks less that 6000m at zero (as in Pakistan) or at a
very low level.

7 Replace the need for a cash Garbage Deposit with a Letter of Credit.
s Abolish the need for recommendation letters from the National Feder

ations and accept the recommendation of the expedition leader.
9 Start a fund to finance off-season cleaning of popular Base Camp

approaches.

The Meet was felt to have been particularly fruitful and a similar one is
to be organised for 1998. However, unless some of the recommendations
are accepted by the Government and become reality by the time of this
next event, it is unlikely that the 1998 Climbers' Meet will receive much, if
any, support from visiting mountaineers.

Ian McNaught-Davis,
President, Union Internationale des Associations d'Alpinisme

RUBBISH ON EVEREST

A lot of publicity has focused recently on the environmental damage inflicted
on 8000-metre peaks by those who venture on their slopes. Eloquent pleas
have been made for the world's highest mountains to be treated with greater
respect. Everest is, for obvious reasons, the mountain that non-climbers are
interested in and there is no doubt that damage to the culture of mountaineer
ing has been caused by the myth that its slopes are covered in litter.

I have now been on five expeditions to Everest, on three different routes
and in all three climbing seasons - winter, spring and autumn. The three
expeditions that I've led have placed 29 Westerners and Sherpas on the
summit. By the early 1990s the mountain was becoming increasingly
popular. We in the UK were lucky to have been associated with early
exploration and success. For other countries a first national ascent became
a matter of prestige, and massive resources were thrown at making a
successful ascent. 'Expedition style' was, with a few honourable exceptions,
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almost defined by an Everest expedition. I saw this still happening in the
spring of 1997 when Indonesian and Malaysian teams were under immense
pressure from home to climb the mountain and money was of no object to
get the 'result'.

Because most of these groups were 'one offs' perhaps not enough care was
taken in clearing up after the expedition. The early 1990s saw several com
mercial expedition companies regularly operating on Everest. The South
Col had become covered in expedition detritus, notably oxygen cylinders.
In 1994 Scott Fischer and Brent Bishop started to offer a cash bonus for
Sherpas to bring down cylinders. Nowadays most operators do the same.
The current price is £ lOa cylinder. A Sherpa will carry a load to the South
Col and bring down up to six cylinders. This adds up to a very good day's
wage in a country with a per capita annual income of less than $300.

The Nepalese and Chinese governments understandably view Everest as
a resource. They have each in their way responded to concerns raised about
rubbish on Everest. The Chinese have rubbish dumps at base camp which
are cleared at regular intervals. Less successfully they have erected un
speakable toilets at base camp as well. The Nepalese have instituted rigorous
rules. All oxygen cylinders have to be re-exported; batteries have to be
exported even if they were bought in Kathmandu; tin cans have to be
taken down to Kathmandu and even faecal waste at base camp has to be
deposited in barrels and carried to a landfill site lower down the valley.
Sherpa staff are getting more educated about rubbish. The best commercial
operators have formed a trade association, International Guiding Operators
8000, and one of the Articles of Association places great emphasis on
keeping the mountain environment clean.

There is certainly an ethical problem with corpses. Currently on the
North Ridge one apparently has to walk past six bodies on the summit day.
Many bodies are blown away in winter, covered with snow or are cut away.
Some bodies remain frozen into the slopes and remain fixtures for many
years. My view is that one should deal with this tragic problem on a case
by case basis. If it does not put further lives at risk, then I believe that
corpses should be placed in as private a position as possible. This could
mean lowering them into a crevasse, cutting them away or burying them.
If this is not possible then I strongly believe that photographs should not be
published. Mountaineering is not war; the corpses are normally identifiable
and one should think above all of the distress and offence given to the deceased's
relatives.

Of course there will always be traces of man's passage on Everest, but
these are surprisingly few considering the conditions of great stress under
which people operate at these extreme altitudes. In many ways these have
become a red herring, distracting attention from the very real problems of
population growth, lack of education and mismanagement of resources
from which a developing country like Nepal suffers.

John Tinker
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IGO 8000

After the great Everest accident in 1996, Russell Brice, the well-respected
New Zealander guide, brought together surviving operators in Kathmandu
and suggested some kind of trade association for companies guiding the
8000m peaks. The disaster had proved graphically that no company can
guarantee safety at nearly 9000m. However, there was a feeling that amongst
the plethora of commercial and semi-commercial expeditions, some took
their responsibilities more seriously than others. The better organised
expeditions frequently found themselves helping other expeditions in
trouble, which ruined things for their own clients because they ended up
subsidising incompetent amateurs.

What is proposed is a new association - International Guiding Operators
8000. Initial members will include Himalayan Experience, Out There
Trekking Expeditions, Himalayan Kingdoms and Guy Cotter's New
Zealand-based Adventure Consultants. It is hoped that others will come
on board, provided they agree to the terms of the association. Those terms
are quite stringent. Members will have to have organised at least two 8000m
expeditions in the past. They will have to abide by all local legal require
ments. They will have to provide adequate medical and rescue facilities;
proper sanitation arrangements; sufficient staff, whose names are
published in promotional brochures, along with all the other details, so
that prospective clients will know exactly what they are paying for.

For each person going to Everest or any other 8000m peak this is a new,
fresh, personal adventure, and if anyone is going to be charged large amounts
of money to facilitate that adventure, then it is right that they should have
the benefit of an approved, accepted standard of professionalism. The top
operators provide such a service, with fixed ropes on all awkward sections,
Sherpas and other experienced staff organising camps, comprehensive
medical facilities including Gamow bags, radio links between camps, and
satellite communications to the outside world.

The UIAA Expeditions Commission, chaired by Joss Lynam, is thinking
along the same lines. It is hoped that their Code of Practice will be equally
stringent so that it can be adopted automatically by IGO 8000 members.

Stephen Venables

UIAA RECOMMENDED CODE OF PRACTICE
FOR IDGH ALTITUDE GUIDED COMMERCIAL EXPEDITIONS

The following Code was approved by the General Assembly of the UIAA
at its meeting at Kranjska Gora, Slovenia on 4 October 1997:

Definition This Code applies to commercial expeditions attempting
8000m peaks which offer to guide or accompany climbers above Base Camp.

J
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It is not concerned with the many expeditions which employ trekking
agencies to supply transport etc to Base Camp, and may also supply Base
Camp services and high altitude porters.

Rationale A variety of organisations offer to take clients on 8000m
peaks. They vary from those which provide a full service to the summit or
nearly to the summit, to those where there is minimal support for clients
above Base Camp. However, it is difficult for clients to deduce from
brochures exactly what is offered in terms of guiding and support, and
whether it corresponds to their needs. This Code supplies clients with
pointers to assist them in making an informed choice.

High Altitude Warning Mountaineers climbing at very high altitude,
especially above 8000m, are at the limit of their mental and physical powers
and may not be capable of assisting others as has always been traditional in
mountaineering. This fact is of particular importance to mountaineers of
limited experience who rely on professional guides to bring them safely up
and down 8000m peaks.

THE CODE

The leader or chief guide, and as many as possible of the other guides,
should have experience at least to the altitude of the peak to be
climbed.
[There is no qualification appropriate to high altitude guiding, so the
term 'guide' does not imply that the person holds a professional qualific
ation. Clients can only judge from the previous experience of the guides,
who may be Westerners or Sherpas or other local mountaineers.]

2 The staff on the mountain must be adequate for the aims of the party
and the services offered.

3 A doctor in the party is very desirable but at the very least advance
arrangements must be made for medical help. Advance arrangements
must also be made for evacuation assistance in case of emergency.

4 The minimum safety equipment available must be walkie-talkie radios,
a satellite phone, medical oxygen, and recommended First Aid supplies.

5 Advertising must give a true picture of all the difficulties and dangers
involved, and avoid promising the impossible. Biographical information
about the team should be included.

6 Clients should not usually be accepted for 8000m peaks unless they
have previous altitude experience to 6-7000m:

7 Information supplied in advance should include a clear statement of
the guiding and support offered.

8 The expedition must take account of the UlAA Environmental Objectives
and Guidelines and follow the UlAA Expeditions Code ofEthics.
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